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What is a Curatorial Mentorship?

Hello?

By curator, we mean someone who selects

artworks to show in exhibitions.

They also write the labels that go next to

the artworks, and do other things like

writing long texts about the artists to go into

books.

A Curatorial Mentorship is a creative digital

project, where an artist is paired with a

curator, based somewhere else in the world.

By 'digital project', we mean it all happens

online and over Zoom.

The curator talks to the supported studio

artist, and/or disabled artist, about how to

make an art exhibition. It might be in a

gallery or museum, or online.
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What is a Curatorial Mentorship?

+

One artist will usually be working out of a

supported studio.

By this we mean a creative space for

individuals with specific health or social

needs that supports the different art

practices of each artist.

+

To select

works I...



What is a Curatorial Mentorship?

How should we display it?

I like art

that is...

This artist is

female, and I

chose her

because ...

Whilst this is happening, the disabled artist

has time to go off and research and look

into artists working out of other supported

studios, to select other artists that meet the

criteria too. These can also feature.

The artist then shares the kinds of art that

are of interest to them. As an example, they

might share that they are interested in

female artists who make work about

flowers. Or they may share that they are

very interested learning about different

cultures from around the world.

Finally, the curator and the artist select a

number of artists and artworks together.

They then decide how they would like to

present it digitally on the Art et al. website.

This may just be images and text together,

or something more complex.
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What is a Curatorial Mentorship?

At this point, the curator has time to go

away and find artists that meet the criteria

that the artist will have just mentioned. They

come back onto Zoom to share their artist

findings over 2 Zoom sessions.



Ignatia Nilu is a writer and curator based in

Indonesia.

Toyin Olubamiwo is an artist who loves

colour, and who enjoys creating drawings

and paintings.

Toyin often draws in sketchbooks first, and

then chooses which of those to make into

larger works after. She likes to add smaller

details and text into her artworks.

Nilu is very interested in making things

inclusive, but also in including aspects of

humanity into her work. By 'humanity' we

mean the understanding and kindness

towards other people.
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Who were the people involved?



Hello

Toyin decided the theme would be artists

who make work about superheroes, villians

and cartoons. These are things she features

in her own work. This work here is of

Batman by Jonathan McKinstry from

Project Ability supported studio.

Toyin and Nilu had an introduction to each

other by team members from Art et al. and

Ketemu during an online Zoom meeting.

Toyin and Nilu had 7 online Zoom meetings,

supported by team members from Art et al.

and Ketemu. In these meetings they talked

about artists and different ideas for curating

them together.
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How did the artist and curator work together?

Toyin also wanted to see artists'

sketchbooks, as this is a big part of her own

art practice. This is a page from Jonathan

McKinstry's sketchbook.

Alongside this she made a list of questions

that she wanted to ask each artist.

I like superheroes

Can I see your sketchbook?



The title they chose for this project was -

'Le Visible et l’invisible (The Visible and The

Invisible)'. For Toyin and Nilu, they liked this

idea because often you do not see people's

sketchbooks, but they decided it was

important to see the sketches as well as the

finsihed artworks.

If you visit the Art et al. website, you can see

the whole project and the 10 artists selected,

alongside their sketches and final artworks: 

https://artetal.org/collections/mentorship04
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How did the artist and curator work together?

Once they had chatted about many artists,

they decided on 10 artists in total. This

featured 5 working out of UK supported

studios and 5 Indonesian artists. They wrote

some text to go alongside this, to be put

onto the website to be read by audiences.



I thought

that...

I thought

that...
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Toyin said, "There’s a lot of pressure

with being an adult and becoming

independent, learning to do everything

yourself so watching, drawing and

speaking about cartoons helps me to

relax. I wanted to focus on this for the

curatorial mentorship because it takes

me back to those childhood memories

and I can connect with other artists

about our love of cartoons.”

What were the thoughts of those involved?

Nilu said, "The choosing process itself

consisted of several stages together:

communication and observation,

mapping, selection and contextualisation.

The communication and observation

stage became the foundation for us to

connect interpersonal and intercultural

contexts. We listened to each other’s

point of view, to help envision the project

together."



Here you can see some screen shots from the Art et al. website

showing this Curatorial Mentorship, and 2 of the selected artists.
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Contact Us

If you have questions about Art et al. or

want to know more about the Curatorial

Mentorships, you can contact us using

the information below.

Website: www.artetal.org

Email: info@artetal.org

Instagram: @art.etal

Twitter: @art_etal
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